December 2016
OOSS Colleagues,
I am pleased to update you on the critically important work of the
President's Council – enabling us to take on the unexpected and seize on
the opportunities inherent in an ever-changing environment.
Remember when CMS proposed payment for cataract surgery in the office?
We responded to this deleterious prospect in a manor swift, informed,
unequivocal and with resources and agility to:
• Formulate and submit a comprehensive and indisputable set of
comments citing specific risks and recommendations focused on
patient health and safety,
• Meet with CMS and collaborate closely with the ASC Association and
other partners and experts.
• Engage member ASCs in a case study of comorbidity profiles of
cataract patients, disabusing CMS of the errant view that the
patients they serve routinely present with few if any complications.
Provide key discussion point for OOSS member centers, including
many represented by Council members, to submit their own
comments.
Support for our position was affirmed and forcefully presented. CMS appears
to have suspended further consideration, though vigilant we remain.
Our most current challenge represents a unique and highly collaborative
opportunity to address irrational standards for sterilization of surgical
instruments in the ophthalmic ASC. In close collaboration with ASCRS and
AAO, we have completed a series of independent laboratory tests to verify
the efficacy of sterilization practices common to our member centers.
With the formal publication of results, we will engage CMS, other standardsetting entities and manufacturers to affect sensible change.
We are very grateful to the members of the President's Council for their
ongoing and enhanced support. For those of you considering becoming a
member or encouraging your colleagues to do so, we extend the invitation
and welcome you to join us. For details, please contact our Executive
Director, Kent Jackson, at kjackson@ooss.org, or by phone at 303.910.7314.
Sincerely,

Jeffrey Whitman, MD
President

